
508 – 510 Seventh Ave. 
New Westminster

British Columbia V3L5G8, 
Canada

Dear Director and Funding Member:

We are entering the 6th year of activity since the North American Legacy Foundation was  
incorporated in British Columbia on February 7, 2003. We are now more mature, focused 
and established than the previous years but the journey has just begun, there is still lots to  
be done. Ever since the conception of the non-for-profit, I have been working to the 
maximum levels of my capacity to give the society a meaningful cause. We have now the  
following mission and vision:

The vision: Contribute and participate with government, corporations and communities in 
the preservation of urban and rural productivity in sustainable ways.

The mission: Engage in environmental stewardship through actions that contribute to  
increase knowledge of ecology and traditions for sustainable living, better social planning,  
and management of (urban-rural) land development.

From education to social activism, the NALF places sustainable thinking as the first step  
in human enterprises. I need your support and active collaboration to make the foundation 
a Canada-wide society that grows in the USA and Mexico too. Our current projects are:

● Ecotecture

● Recycle Seeds

● The Farmbox

Please feel free to forward me your comments once you've read the story on each.

Marco A. Murillo
CEO - Project Leader
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List of  Projects

1. Ecotecture

Ecotecture is the second project that the North American Legacy Foundation runs since its 
incorporation as a non-for-profit society in Victoria in 2006. Ecotecture comes from the vision of  
better, more sustainable homes, cities, buildings and neighborhoods in Canada, USA and Mexico. 
You will find a brief  introduction to Ecotecture in the attached file. 

Marco A. Murillo, the project designer has been running a research on the topic since 2007 when it 
became clear to him that the Agricultural Land Reserve in the Fraser Valley of  BC was under 
threat of  reduction in productivity. 

Good quality agricultural land (with optimal types of  soil for farming) is being sold for 
development and substitution for poor quality land. 

Similar cases of  agricultural land deterioration are found in the USA and Mexico, where the 
expansion of  the urban areas happens at the expense of  good agricultural land. We at the North 
American Legacy Foundation think that agriculture is a legacy from ancestral times that needs to 
be preserved somehow in every household. Agriculture is a knowledge that prepares the 
individuals to challenge the most demanding task of  all times; Nutrition. 
 
We believe that the art of  growing plants to meet nutritional needs is a great skill that 
should be universal, it is the path to understand nature with joy.
 
Ecotecture is a visionary path to incorporate biology, ecology, and agriculture to building, home 
design, architecture, and engineering so that every household gains the power and capacity to grow 
edible plants and fruits. Read the file and discover why societies have stagnated for thousand of  
years in the simplistic model of  designing and building homes to be just beautiful, and "energy 
efficient".

The spirit of  Ecotecture (Marco A. Murillo, 2007), or a "Living Building" (Jason McLennan, 2006) 
is to have the ability to produce, store or generate some of  the vegetables that the inhabitants 
consume, energy they use and water they consume. From nothing more than a good design that 
incorporates a parcel of  soil or a soil bed, water and sunlight, the rest is about limiting growth, 
conserving pristine environments as "buffer zones", and balancing with the ecosystem education, 
health, and beauty.
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2. Recycle Seeds
Type of  Project: Nursery – Seed Bank – Seed Storage and Germination

Either a safe or unsafe habit, we talk of  the loss of  knowledge about seeds and their viability. How 
do seeds serve as initiatiors of  new plantations, and how to evaluate their genetical information is a 
social concern that can be addressed first by testing the seeds at home. Recycle Seeds is a pilot 
program to educate community members on ways to recover seeds from the kitchen leftovers and 
cutting tables. A seed bank specifically receiving and nursing seeds from members of  the 
commmunity or farmers (as donations), could manage the information and develop programs to 
facilitate the continuity of  agriculture and the productivity of  urban farming.

3. The Farmbox

An educational pack named the FARMBOX that explains how to set up a small or custom-made 
soil bed to grow edible vegetables and fruits. The pack contains contact information that people 
can use to get detailed instructions, guidelines or advise for their own specific region. The 
Farmbox pack, full implementatio should include a SMALL BED OF SOIL, VEGGIES, a SEED 
MIX PACK and THE GUIDE (printed material) on how to use it!

Looking at where we are at now in terms of  environmental awareness I beleive the opportunity to 
introduce The Farmbox can't be better. Most people live in a property that either has a balcony or 
a lawn so why not playing with soil, water, seeds, the weather, the sunlight, and some other 
artifacts, such as plastic foil for greenhousing, artificial light or heat at home, even in the balcony. 
The name of  the game could be "grow your own"!

The experience is a first basic step to approach more complex activities such as a cultivating green 
roofs with edible goods on a strata or comercial property. The use of  roofs for soil beds can be 
easier using wood boxes with adecuate bedding for drainage, root growth and mineral 
preservation. 

If  the incorporation of  green roof  farming is a transition we're going to see in our lifes, so should 
also be participants in the incorporation of  nurseries at homes whit space for it, in Vancouver 
there are many properties that do it and transplant the nursery-grown veggies on home plots for 
maturation and harvest. 

One of  the projects of  the North American Legacy Foundation is to offer advise on this first step 
to everyone who requests. We also want to work on more active farming (this is the link to Jesse's 
coop, and Garth's farm in Saskatchewan; I will tell you more about it soon) to produce edible 
goods as much as the property and budget allows to, or it could be also a trainaing facility for 
ecotects to practice technologies while living-in the training centre. The training facility is where 
the community can work together. 

What do you think?
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